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In the hands of a fledgling historian, Captain Cook's old ship and his historic voyage are given new life

He sailed
to a land

down

under

And what a chance it was. In
August 1768, when HM Bark
Er‘ﬁzavour left England, Cook's brief
was to explore the South Seas and
confirm the existence of a great
southern land mass. All he had to do
on the way was drop into Tahiti so a
groulf of scientists could witness an
astrological event: the planet Venus
passing the face of the sun.

The journey took three years and
was the first of three significant
exploratory trips Cook captained.
Cook was 40 when he was

appointed captain

o%pthe Endegfour,

not bad for some-
one who had been
an apprentice

This

Zealand, becoming the first person
to thoroughly chart the waters and
coastline. The crew had several
altercations with the natives. At one
Eoint, locals tried to kidnap Tupaia's
oy servant.

aving satisfied himself that New
Zealand was indeed two islands and
not the great southern land mass,
Cook set sail for home via Tasman's
Van Dieman's Land. Crossing the
Tasman Sea, however, a storm blew
them too far north, delivering him
to Botany Bay.

Cook originally called the bay Sting
Ray Bay, owing to a proliferation of
the winged fish. But the crew's
botanists were so excited about the
unique specimens of vegetation, the
name was changed. Cook stayed at
Botany Bay for a week and then set
sail north, charting the east coast of
Australia, proving it was not an
archipelago but a continuous land
mass.

Cook named
Stradbroke and
Keppel Islands. He
named Cape
Capricorn, the
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Main mast: historian Ray Parkin's experience at sea comes to the fore as he challenges the experts in in his study of Cook's Endeavour.
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