
MAJOR FREDERICK LESLIE BIDDLE DSO 

Born Clifton Hill in 1885

Lived with his family at 131 Powlett Street, East Melbourne      
1895–1914

Educated Hawthorn College; qualified twice for university 
entrance

Joined the Citizen Military Forces as a gunner c1904; 
promoted to Captain in 1913

Employed as warehouseman then departmental manager for 
Messrs J F & H Roberts, soft goods merchants, Flinders Lane, 
Melbourne

Enlisted 17 August 1914 and appointed to 4th Battery, 2nd 
Field Artillery Brigade with rank of Captain

Embarked 20 October 1914 aboard HMAT Shropshire

Landed at Anzac Cove 25 April 1915; wrote to his family

	 We were the first battery ashore and our ‘A’ gun started 		
	 immediately it got off the beach by wiping out a 4 gun 	 	
	 battery which had been playing the deuce with our  	 	 	
	 fellows …

	 The work here for us is the most extraordinary thing and 	
	 quite unlike anything we have ever done.  No horses are 		
	 used, the guns being hauled about the hills with about 100 	
	 men to a gun and they have to have frequent spells.

Promoted to Major and sailed for France with his Brigade 
March 1916

Suffered a gunshot to the head 24 July 1916 at Pozières

Evacuated to hospital in England; rejoined unit to command 
his brigade September 1916

Awarded DSO for his action over three days before this 
wounding: when communication lines were cut, repeatedly 
braved enemy fire to gain access to telephone stations of other 
units

Wounded again in action 16 August 1917 during heavy 
bombardment early in the Third Battle of Ypres 

Died next day of his wounds at 32nd Casualty Clearing Station, 
Brandhoek, Belgium

Buried at Brandhoek New Military Cemetery near 
Vlamertinghe, 6 kms west of Ypres

Recounted his experiences in letters to his parents at 92 Vale 
Street, East Melbourne, later donated to the Australian War 
Memorial, Canberra.
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